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Five-Point Road Map of the State Administration Council

1. The Union Election Commission will be reconstituted and its mandated tasks, including the scrutiny of voter lists, shall be implemented in
accordance with the law.

2. Effective measures will be taken with added momentum to prevent and manage the COVID-19 pandemic.

3. Actions will be taken to ensure the speedy recovery of businesses from the impact of COVID-19.

4. Emphasis will be placed on achieving enduring peace for the entire nation in line with the agreements set out in the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement.

5. Upon accomplishing the provisions of the state of emergency, free and fair multiparty democratic elections will be held in line with the 2008
Constitution, and further work will be undertaken to hand over State duties to the winning party in accordance with democratic standards.

SAC Chairman PM Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, wife
Daw Kyu Kyu Hla enjoy final match of SAC Chairman’s
Trophy ISR U-18 Women's Football Tourney hailing
Diamond Jubilee Independence Day

S a gesture of hailing the
Diamond Jubilee Inde-
endence Day, the final

match and awarding of the State
Administration Council Chair-
man’s Trophy Inter-State/Re-
gion Under-18 Women’s Football
Tournament took place at Wunna
Theikdi Stadium in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday afternoon, attended by
SAC Chairman Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
and wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla.

In the final match, Shan
State and Mandalay Region
poured out utmost efforts in
putting pressure on each other
to be able to secure the victory
as both teams were powerhous-
es in the tournament. In the 5%
minute, the Mandalay Region
team scored an opening goal.
After that, the match raised its
tempo with reciprocal attacks.
At the final whistle, the Mandalay
Region team beat the Shan State
team with a 2-1 win.

At the awarding ceremony,
SAC members Lt-Gen Soe Htut,
U Sai Lon Seng, U Moung Har,
Jeng Phang Naw Taung and Daw
Aye Nu Sein presented honorary
medals and cash awards to the s
best players in their respective 3 T %
positions. SAC Chairman Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing presents the trophy to the Mandalay Region team in the SAC Chairman’s Trophy ISR

SEE PAGE-3 U-18 Women's Football Tourney in marking Diamond Jubilee Independence Day in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.
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people;

a firm vow;

Five National Objectives of
Diamond Jubilee
Independence Day

1. To ensure cementing the discipline-flourishing genuine
multiparty democratic system and build the Union based
on democracy and federalism;

2. Toutmost strive for ensuring prosperity of the nation and
food sufficiency as national work processes;

3. To build a better State and socioeconomic life in accord
with the theme “Keep Moving Forward to Achieve Our
Goal” focusing on interests of the State and ethnic national

4. Toinitiate national solidarity and peace of the Union with
5. Tosuccessfully hold the free and fair multiparty democratic

general elections and emerge an electoral system in which
all ethnic nationals would participate proportionately.

34 successive days.

60 per cent) for 20 seconds.

13 new cases of COVID-19 reported on

19 December, total figure rises to 633,568

MYANMAR’S COVID-19 positive cases rose to 633,568 after 13 new cases were reported
on 19 December 2022 according to the Ministry of Health.
The total number of patients who have recovered from COVID-19 in the country reached
608,141 including four new recoveries.
The death toll from COVID-19 in the country remained unchanged at 19,488 on 19
December with no new deaths reported from the pandemic.
Daily laboratory examination showed decline of infection to less than one per cent for

According to the research, it is found that people who have been vaccinated do not
suffer severely from the disease, need not to be hospitalized and unlikely to die. If they
have received booster shot, the death rates can be reduced more.

As such, the people need to follow the new normal way in living with COVID. Hence, all
the people above five have to fully receive COVID-19 vaccination inoculated by the Ministry
of Health free of charge. Six months after the vaccination, they have to take booster jabs
at relevant health centres and ward/village administration offices without fail.

Moreover, they have to wear masks while in closed chambers and public places. They
need to often wash hands with soap and water or the hand gel containing alcohol (at least

People need to follow the social distancing rule and avoid the crowds as much as pos-
sible. While not wearing masks, if they cough and sneeze, they need to cover mouth and
noses with elbows in line with the personal hygienic ways. COVID-19 information can be
browsed on the internet page moh.gov.mm of the Ministry of Health. —MNA

3 furniture design competition to be held

THE 3" Furniture Design Com-
petition will be held under the ti-
tle of “Furniture Fits in the Open
Air” under the leadership of the
city of Hirashikawa, the city of
photography in Hokkaido, Japan,
and architect Mr Kuma Kengo.
Any citizen is allowed to par-
ticipate in the furniture competi-
tion. Students under the age of 30
who are attending the relevant
school (or university) can com-
pete individually (or) as a group.
The prizes to be awarded in the
competition are one Kuma Ken-
go Prize, three Excellence Priz-
es, and six Consolation Prizes.
Those who want to partici-

pate in the competition can reg-
ister for free, and at the time of
applying, a clear description of
the priority content of the design
title, diagram, finished picture,
CG model (or) photo etc., to be
drawn horizontally on one page
of an A3-size paper and sent as
a pdffile.

A description of the design
must be submitted in English
(or) Japanese.

Among contestants, a total
0f 10 contestants will be selected
to attend the award ceremony.
Travel and accommodation ex-
penses will be covered by the
organizing committee.

Only one representative
contestant will be invited to the
award-giving ceremony for team
contestants.

Those who wish to take part
in the competition must register
on the website https://wwwkagu.
higa shikawa.jp by 28 February
2023.

Furniture design applica-
tions must be submitted by 31
May 2023.

For more information, con-
tact the KAGU Design Com-
petition Executive Committee
Office, Mail: official@kagu-hi-
gashikawa.jp. — MNA/KZL

MYANMAR GAZETTE

Heads of Service Organizations
confirmed and appointed

1.

The State Administration Council has confirmed the appoint-

ment of the following persons as Heads of Service Organi-
zations on the expiry of a one-year probationary period.

Name

(@) U YeYint Lwin

() U Thein Swe

(¢) Dr Myint Myint Than

2.

Appointment

Director-General

Office of the Union Election
Commission

Union Election Commission

Director-General
Department of Customs
Ministry of Planning and
Finance

Director-General
Department of Public Health
Ministry of Health

The State Administration Council has appointed the following

persons as Heads of Service Organizations shown against
each of their names on probation from the date they assume

charge of their duties.
Name

(@) Daw Khin Khin Thi
Deputy Director-General
Department of Inspection
Office of the Auditor-Gen-
eral of the Union

(b) Daw Thanda Lay
Deputy Director-General
Department of Inspection
Office of the Auditor-Gen-
eral of the Union

Appointment

Director-General
Department of Inspection
Office of the Auditor-General
of the Union

Director-General
Department of Administration,
Training and Research

Office of the Auditor-General
of the Union

Trade Mark

Ads

Call
09251022355,09974424848
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SAC Chairman PM Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, wife
Daw Kyu Kyu Hla enjoy final match of SAC Chairman's Trophy
ISR U-18 Women's Football Tourney hailing Diamond ...

Pyi Taw yesterday.

FROM PAGE-1

SAC member Lt-Gen
Moe Myint Tun presented
individual medals, honorary
prizes and cash awards to the
fourth prize-winning Kachin
State team, SAC member Ad-
miral Tin Aung San to third

prize-winning Ayeyawady Re-
gion team and SAC member
General Mya Tun Oo to second
prize-winning Shan State team
respectively.

SAC Joint Secretary Lt-
Gen Ye Win Oo presented
individual medals to players
from the first prize-winning

Mandalay Region team.

The Senior General and
his wife presented cash awards
and championship trophy to
the first prize-winning Manda-
lay Region team and cordially
greeted the players.

With the aim of improving
the Myanmar football sports

standard and emerging out-
standing and talented new
generation women football-
ers from regions and states,
the Department of Sports and
Physical Education under the
Ministry of Sports and Youth
Affairs and the Myanmar Foot-
ball Federation joined hands

in organizing the aforesaid
football tournament as of 5
December to mark the Dia-
mond Jubilee Independence
Day. Yesterday, the Mandalay
Region team clinched the title
of the tournament with a 2-1
win over the Shan State team.
— MNA

“Hlapa Thayar Pyi Myanmar” colour photo competition
award-giving ceremony held

Union Minister U Maung Maung Ohn views the photo display at the event yesterday.

THE award-giving ceremony of
the “Hlapa Thayar Pyi Myan-
mar” (Beautiful and Pleasant
Myanmar) colour photo contest
marking Diamond Jubilee Inde-
pendence Day was held in Nay
Pyi Taw yesterday.

It was attended by Union
Minister for Information U
Maung Maung Ohn, Union Min-
ister for Ethnic Affairs U Saw
Tun Aung Myint, Deputy Minis-
ters Daw Than Than Linn, U Ye
Tint, U Zaw Win and Dr Soe Win,
Nay Pyi Taw Council member U
Myint Soe, Permanent Secretar-
ies, departmental heads, panels
of judges and winners.

Speaking at the event, Union
Minister U Maung Maung Ohn
said the photo competition was
organized to expose the essence
of independence. A total of 199
contestants participated in the
contest with 751 entry photos.

The photos are historic records
as well as art. The people would
have the desire to appreciate the
independence and sovereignty
and be proud of their country
through the photos.

The judges selected the best
photos in line with the judging
criteria and the prize-winning
photos will be exhibited in good
activities for the country and the
public.

The officials then gave
prizes to the winners and the
first-prize winner U Sai Tun
Nay Hlaing expressed words of
thanks on behalf of the recip-
ients.

Afterwards, they took a doc-
umentary group photo.

The Union Ministers, Depu-
ty Ministers and officials viewed
the award-winning photos and
displayed photos at the event.
— MNA/KTZH
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(The excerpt from the speech made by Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing at the opening ceremony of Myanmar Rice Conference-2022 on 6 October 2022)

Quick Win can result from rice sector promotion

* Asrice is the staple food, it is the most important crop for socioeconomic development of our country.

* State Administration Council is prioritizing the export promotion activities for national economic development.

* Inexporting promotion programmes to further boost products that are globally marketable and suitable with the country’s weather and geographical conditions,
rice sector promotion is a Quick Win within a short period.

SAC member inspects Nyaungdon Township development work

MEMBER of the State Admin-
istration Council Mahn Nyein
Maung visited to Nyaungdon
Township, Maubin District,
Ayeyawady Region yesterday.
First, he paid homage to the
Atula Marazein bronze Buddha
image in Nyaungdon Township
and then he paid homage to
Agga Maha Pandita Abhidhaja
Agga Maha Saddhamma Jotika
Abhidhaja Maha Rattha Guru
Bhaddanta Osadha Bhivamsa

The SAC member kowtows
The Atula Marazein
bronze statue of Buddha in
Nyaungdon Township.

of the Ponnamarama Zay mon-
astery and offered alms.

After that, SAC member
Mahn Nyein Maung inspected
bridge construction site in No 1
ward. U Kyaw Zin Htwe, director
of the bridge construction spe-
cial task force 1, explained the
purpose of building the bridge
across the panhlaing River, and
the SAC member gave the nec-
essary instructions.

Next, the SAC member ar-
rived at the Shwehintha Shw-
egyin-monastery branch in
Kyeinpinsel village and he paid
homage and made donations to
presiding monk U Pannajota.—
MNA/KZW

Coord meeting on Youth and Literary Arts Festival in
commemoration of Diamond Jubilee Independence Day held

THE coordination meeting on
the Youth and Literary Arts
Festival in commemoration
of Diamond Jubilee Inde-
pendence Day was held at the
meeting hall of the Ministry
of Information in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday.

Chairman of the Youth and
Literary Arts Festival Organiz-
ing Committee Deputy Minis-
ter for Information U Ye Tint,
Working Committee Member
Nay Pyi Taw Council Member
U Myint Soe, permanent secre-
taries, departmental staff and
invitees attended the meeting.

First, Deputy Minister U
Ye Tint said that eight minis-
tries that will set up exhibition
booths can start their prepa-
rations for the festival on 23

December, that employees
of ministries, entertainment
groups, study groups, students
and supervising teachers from
basic education schools will be
invited to the festival and that
special attention must be paid
to security for visitors to the
festival.

Organizing Committee
Member NPT Council Mem-
ber U Myint Soe also took part
in the discussion. Permanent
Secretary U Myo Myint Maung
of the Ministry of Information,
presented programmes of lit-
erary and artistic exhibitions
and measures to be taken by
the working committee. Then,
attendees made a sector-wise
discussion about successfully
holding the exhibition and the

deputy minister gave a conclud-
ing remark.

“Kyee Myat Thaw Myan-

mar”, “Thu Kyun Ma Khan
Pyi” and “Nga Ba” movies will
be shown at Myanmar Inter-

The Mol deputy minister chairs the coordination meeting on the Youth and Literary Arts Festival for Diamond
Jubilee Independence Day.

national Convention Centre
II from 26 to 28 December. —
MNA/CT
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Statements released on inhumane mine attack of PDF terrorists,
subordinates of NUG, CRPH on Pansodan-Dala Cherry 2 ferry

A total of 17 innocent passen-
gers were wounded on 18 De-
cember when a mine explosion

of PDF terrorists, subordinates
of NUG and CRPH occurred on
the Cherry 2 ferry heading to

Dala from Pansodan jetty.
The Young Men’s Buddhist
Association-YMBA (Central),

Myanmar Press Council, My-
anmar Writers’ Association
and Myanmar Comedian As-

strongly condemning the attack.
— MNA /KTZH

Ba - 190°

Statement of Young Men's
Buddhist Association
(YMBA)(Central)

19 December 2022

1. The Young Men’s Buddhist Association
(YMBA) has learnt that PDF terrorists, sub-
ordinates of NUG and CRPH exploded an in-
provised bomb on the Cherry 2 ferry heading to
Dala from Pansodan jetty on Sunday evening
18 December.

2. Atotal of 17 innocent passengers were injured
in the explosion perpetrated by PDF terrorists.

3. The Young Men’s Buddhist Association ex-
pressed its strong condemnation of this in-
humane act of terrorists targeting innocent

>
 MPC MYANMAR PRESS COUNCIL

£ @iwgééwwézagmomés
Myanmar Press Council
Statement 7/2022
19 December 2022

1. Some terrorists exploded the Inland Water
Transport’s Cherry 2 ferry that carried pas-
sengers from Pansodan jetty to Dala jetty
using a homemade mine at about 6:40 pm on
18 December.

2. The council learnt that 17 innocent people were
wounded in that inhumane act of terrorists.

3. It is clear that the attack on Sunday was
launched targeting innocent civilians who
are struggling for their daily lives and so the
council strongly condemns and opposes any
terrorist groups that are behind the act of
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Statement of Myanmar

Writers Association
19 December 2022

1. The Myanmar Writers Association has learnt
the state-owned passenger ferry “Cherry 2”
was exploded by PDF terrorists while heading
to Dala jetty from Pansodan jetty of Mithazu
Ward in Botahtaung Township of Yangon Re-
gion at about 6:40 pm on 18 December. A total
of 17 innocent people were injured in the blast
and the victims were taken to Yangon General
Hospital for medical treatment.

2. The association issued this statement con-
demning and opposing PDF terrorists who
are committing mine attacks and wounding

Statement of Myanmar

Comedians Association
19 December 2022

A total of 17 passengers were injured in a bomb
explosion on Pansodan-Dala Cherry 2 ferry in
Yangon committed by PDF terrorists.

The Myanmar Comedians Association ex-
pressed strong condemnation of this inhumane act
of terrorists targeting innocent civilians.

Myanmar Comedians Association

19 December 2022

1. Myanmar Music Association (Central) are

sorrowful about the news that 17 innocent
passengers were wounded in a mine explosion
of PDF terrorists on the Cherry 2 ferry heading
to Dala from Pansodan jetty in Mithazu Ward
of Botahtaung Township in Yangon at about
6:40 pm on 18 December.

2. The association expressed strong condemna-

tion of this inhumane act of terrorists using the
homemade mine by PDF terrorists targeting
innocent passengers on Cherry 2 ferry of In-
land Water Transport’s Cherry 2 ferry.

Myanmar Music Association (Central)

passengers. terror. innocent passengers.
Young Men’s Buddhist Association Myanmar Press Council Myanmar Writers Association
Statement of Myanmar | | ‘Tye Gighal New Light of Myanmar
MUS].C ASSOClatlon (Central) WWW.gnlm.com.mm
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1. The Anti-Corruption Commission has established
corruption prevention units within ministries to
effectively curb corruption.

2. The ACC used SMS on the mobile phone to ask
the public who seek services at an office of the
department of the relevant ministries via Short
Code No “1111” for feedbacks, including the Public
Feedback Programme-PFP.

3.

According to the PFE the right replies of the citizens
via Short Code No “1111” will provide the quality of
services of each department and the requirements
for corruption prevention to be fixed.

Therefore, the public should make a reply to the
questions of the ACC and corruption prevention
units of the ministries via SMS at Short Code No
“1111” and such doing is a supportive measure for

PFE and the people are urged to cooperate in the
operations.

Anti-Corruption Commission

Answer “1111” to fight against corruption
Answer “1111” to tmprove services

Let’s work together to eliminate corruption to-
wards prosperity

sociation released statements
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MR changes schedule for Yangon-Mawlamyine express trains

THE schedule of the Yan-
gon-Mawlamyine express trains
will be changed starting 20 De-
cember, according to Myanma
Railways.

The No 81 Up train will leave
Yangon at 6:30 am and arrive in
Mawlamyine at 4 pm and the No
82 Down train will leave Maw-

The Yangon-Mawlamyine
express train.

lamyine at 8:30 am and arrive
in Yangon at 6 pm. Trains will
stop at Toegyaunggale, Bago,
Theinzayet, Kyaikto, Toungson,
Hninpale, Thaton and Paung
stations.

In addition, the No 89 Up
train will leave Yangon at 7:45
am and arrive in Mawlamyine at
5:45 pm. The No 90 Down train
will leave Mawlamyine at 9:15
am and reach Yangon at 7:15
pm. The 89 Up and 90 Down

trains will stop at Toegyaung-
gale, Bago, Waw, Theinzayet,
Moppalin, Kyaikkatha, Thaton,
Mayangon, Toungson, Hninpale,
Theinseik, Yinnyein, Zinkyaik,
Paung and Mottama stations.

Ticket prices are K7,050 for
the upper class and K3,550 for
the ordinary class.

The upper-class tickets will
be sold three days in advance
and ordinary tickets will be sold
one day prior. — TWA/MKKS

MoC greenlights import of vehicles with
left-hand drive manufactured in 2022

THE import of Vehicles
with left-hand drive man-
ufactured in 2022 for per-
sonal use will be allowed in
2023, the Ministry of Com-
merce released a state-
ment dated 16 December.
“The vehicles pro-
duced in 2022-2023 are
given the go-ahead for im-
ports. This means new lux-
ury cars will be allowed to
be imported. Alternatively,
electric vehicles (EVs) are
also given green light,” U
Min Nyunt, a car dealer,
told the Global New Light
of Myanmar (GNLM).
According to the 2023
auto import policy, the
models for private vehicles
are set to be 2022 and 2023,
while commercial passen-
ger buses and trucks man-
ufactured in 2019-2023 are
allowed to be imported.
The model year for fire

engines, machinery and
ambulances manufactured
in 2014 or later are allowed
for import.

Only vehicles with left-
hand drive can be imported
under the 2023 vehicle im-
port policy.

Heavy equipment that
cannot be driven on public
roads such as excavators,

bulldozers, wheel loaders
and tower cranes are al-
lowed to be brought into
the country as long as they
are 15 years old or less.
The Ministry of Com-
merce releases an auto
import policy every year.
What an unexpected event
is model year is only one

year apart and 2022 will

CRYSTAL RAY. /S8
KASSAV "

Vehicles being discharged from a ship at an international

port.

be the oldest model to be
issued an import permit for
private cars for non-com-
mercial purposes. So, the
new models and EVs are
allowed to flow into the do-
mestic automobile market.
That being so, the market
is expected to be active.
The prices of the old-model
cars are likely to drop next
year,” Ko Wai Tun, a car
dealer, shared his opinion
in an interview with the
GNLM.

Some import policies
for auto vehicles have
remained unchanged. It
is the yearly issued auto
policy with regulations on
model years, as per the
statement signed by Un-
ion Minister U Aung Naing
0o of the Ministry of Com-
merce.—TWA/EMM

MNA launched the Yangon-Chiang Mai-Yangon flight
on 9 December at Yangon International Airport.

Yangon-Chiang Mai-
Yangon flight schedule to

be extended

THE Yangon-Chiang Mai-Yangon direct flight will be
extended to three times a week from 21 December;
according to Myanmar National Airlines (MNA).

Beginning 9 December, the Yangon-Chiang
Mai-Yangon direct flight is operated on Fridays and
Sundays. Now at the request of passengers, there
will also be one more flight on Wednesday, starting
21 December.

On Wednesdays, the flight will depart from
Yangon at 6:30 am and arrive in Chiang Mai at 8:10
am local time. Then, it will leave Chiang Mai at 9:15
am and arrive back in Yangon at 10:50 am.

Myanmar National Airlines announced that the
ticket price is 85 USS$ for a single and 160 US$ for a
round trip. — TWA/KZW

Prices of new chilli pepper, onion drop

CHILLI pepper prices went down
after new chillies entered the
Yangon market in mid-December
2022, Ko Hla Han, an owner of a
chilli pepper brokerage house,
told the Global New Light of My-
anmar (GNLM).

On 10 December, new Sin-
phyukyun bell peppers entered
the Yangon market at a rate of
K28,000 per viss. The price fell
to K25,000-K26,000 per viss on 13
December and K21,000 per viss
on 16 December.

Prices of long chilli pep-
per and Moehtaung chilli pep-

per from Shan State fetched
K14,500-K15,000 and K15,000 per
viss. The price of Moehtaung chil-
li pepper from various regions
ranged from K13,500 to K14,000
per viss. Chilli prices continue
to be above K10,000 per viss even
though new chillies have come
into the market.

Nevertheless, new long chilli
prices dropped to K2,000-K3,000
per viss compared to the pre-
vious months. Similarly, prices
of Moehtaung chilli pepper and
bell pepper decreased to around
K5,000 per viss.

Onion, edible oil, chilli pepper
and rice hit record prices in the
Yangon commodity market since
mid-2022. Although their prices
except that of rice have dropped
significantly, they are still higher
than those in previous years.

Dealers who keep new mon-
soon onions in their hands are
facing losses in the high-priced
onion market due to the decrease
in their prices.

Chilli peppers in the market
were not available at the same
price before the new chilli pep-
per came out, according to the

5 ¢

A grocery is seen in the market.

regional brokers. However, chilli
pepper growers are earning more
than usual because the prices

of chilli pepper are still higher
than in the same period in typical
years. — TWA/CT
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LOCAL BUSINESS

Muse border traders expect abolition of driver-substitution system

TRUCK owners are calling for
an end to the driver-substitu-
tion system in Muse border like
Lweje.

Prior to 16 May 2022, China
banned Myanmar trucks and
drivers to enter its side owing
to the COVID-19 protocols and
only Chinese short-haul drivers
were allowed to transport the
goods. Thereafter, Myanmar
trucks are given the go-ahead
for border-crossing through the
Kyinsankyawt-Wang Ding trade
channel under the driver-substi-
tution system starting from 16
May 2022.

“We cannot use our vehi-
cles for transport. Only the driv-
er-substitution system is allowed
for now. This system is expected
to put an end only when Mang
Wein and other borders linking to
the Muse border are reopened,”
said U Min Thein, vice-chair of
Muse Rice Wholesale Centre.

On 10 December 2022, the
driver-substitution system was
abolished at the Lweje crossing

for cross-border trade between
Myanmar and China. That is why
traders and truck owners en-
gaged in the Muse border trade
zone are anticipating it.

At present, there is no re-
sponsibility and accountability
if goods are damaged under
the driver-substitution system.
Therefore, Myanmar exporters
choose short-haul driver servic-
es and bear high freight costs.

“We have to let Chinese
drivers drive our trucks. There
are problems like tyre defects,
damage and car battery theft.
So, freight forwarders are forced
to hire short-haul drivers due to
a lack of guarantee in the driv-
er-substitution system. If this
system is cancelled, we can
directly go on the China side
and save high short-haul driver
costs,” U Min Thein elaborated.

Furthermore, it will ease
traffic and facilitate trade, truck
owners said.

China shut down all cross-
ings linking to the Muse border

S

~

Myanmar has opened five border trade posts with China: Muse, Lweje, Kampaiti, Chinshwehaw and Kengtung.
The majority of the trade is carried out through the Muse border.

amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.
Of the checkpoints, Kyinsank-
yawt has resumed trading ac-
tivity from 26 November 2021.
Myanmar daily delivers rice,
broken rice, pulses, rubber, wa-
termelon, fishery products, chilli
pepper and other food commod-

ities to China through Kyinsank-
yawt with about 100 trucks and
building materials, electrical
appliances, pharmaceuticals,
fertilizer, household goods and
industrial raw materials are im-
ported into the country with 40
trucks.

Myanmar has opened five
border trade posts with China:
Muse, Lweje, Kampaiti, Chin-
shwehaw and Kengtung. The
majority of the trade is carried
out through the Muse border,
the Ministry of Commerce’s data
indicated. —NN/EMM

Palm oil wholesale reference price

down by
P

K100 per viss

Local consumers are seen lining up to buy palm oil at the reference price.

THE wholesale reference rate
of palm oil in the Yangon mar-
ket fell by K100 per viss (a viss
equals 1.6 kilogrammes) from
the last week’s price, according
to the Supervisory Committee on
edible oil import and distribution.

The price stood at K4,515 per
viss in the week ending 18 Octo-
ber. Then, the reference price
declined to K4,415 per viss in the
week from 19 to 25 December,
indicating a decrease of K100
from last week’s rate.

The Supervisory Commit-
tee on edible oil import and
distribution under the Ministry

of Commerce has been close-
ly observing the FOB prices in
Malaysia and Indonesia includ-
ing transport costs, tariffs and
banking services, and issuing the
wholesale market reference rate
for edible oil weekly.

Despite the reference price,
the current market price is too
high.

If those edible oil retail-
ers and wholesalers are found
overcharging, storing inventory
intentionally and attempting un-
scrupulous action to manipulate
the market, they will face legal
action under the Specific Goods

Tax Law, MoC released a state-
ment.

The Ministry of Commerce
is striving for consumers not to
worry over the supply of edible
oil. The ministry is also trying
to secure edible oil sufficiency,
supervise the market to offer rea-
sonable prices to consumers and
maintain price stability.

At present, mobile market
trucks operated by oil importing
companies, in coordination with
Myanmar Edible Oil Dealers’ As-
sociation, were back to business
in some townships on 17 July to
offer palm oil at a subsidized rate.
They sell palm oil at K4,400 per
viss to consumers directly. How-
ever, there are limited sources
of supply although they directly
sell palm oil at a reference rate
depending on the volume quota.

The domestic consumption
of edible oil is estimated at 1 mil-
lion tonnes per year. The local
cooking oil production is just
about 400,000 tonnes. To meet
the oil sufficiency in the domestic
market, about 700,000 tonnes of
cooking oil are yearly imported
through Malaysia and Indonesia.
— NN/EMM

Prices of fuel oil, gold and
dollar on 19 December 2022

Fuel Qil Price (Yangon)

Octane 92 K1,890
Octane 95 K1,975
Diesel K2,420
Premium Diesel K2,500
All of the prices are based on per litre.

GoldPrice

The reference price of high-purity .
gold set by YGEA K2,112,000 per tical
High-purity gold in the K2,675,000 per tical
gold market

Dollar Price

A US dollar set by

the Central Bank of Myanmar eI
A US dollar in the forex market K2,820 to K2,840

The above prices may change from time to time.
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Create safe and
secure workplaces for
insured workers

conducted four reforms namely Information Technological
Reform, Medical Reform, Administrative Reform and Legal
Reform to become a reliable service organization for insured work-
ers, offer better healthcare, the main requirement of employers
and employees and facilitate the fast flow of benefits.
The SSB is drafting a strategic plan under the Social Insurance
system and providing 15 SSB benefits of two insurance systems
out of six to the employees, the majority of who are working in

T HE Social Security Board under the Ministry of Labour

e (1€ COUNtry’s manufacturing
Workers are playing a key sector; using the SSB contri-

lein th f . butions of employer, employ-
role in the manufacturing ee and government under the

sector of the nation. 2012 Social Security Law for

Relevant workplaces providing healthcare servic-

need to turn out skilled es and cash benefits for the
insured workers.

workers to handle modern The insured workers are a

machinery. Reciprocally,
workplace authorities and
employers need to create
chances for those workers

driving force to accelerate the
productivity of relevant minis-
tries. The SSB is responsible
for fulfilling the needs of life
safety for those workers. Con-

to be able to enjoy social sequently, they can focus on

security in their lives. workplaces without the need
Hence, the government, to consider daily issues, es-
the employers and pecially the health problems
of their families.
the employees should Currently, two mobile
implement the social medical units of the Social
security system in order Security Board are provid-
to contribute to the ing healthcare services at its
affiliated ministries like the
insured workers pouring Ministry of Information, the
out their strengths in Ministry of Electric Power and
manufacturing at full the Ministry of Immigration
capacity. If so, various and Population as a gesture
' ' of hailing the Diamond Jubilee
kinds of SSB will be Independence Day.

beneficial for the workers. Moreover, insured work-
—— ers can get the benefits such
as health treatment, maternity, funeral, temporary disability benefit,
permanent disability benefit and survivors’ benefits for decease
owing to occupation depending on the monthly SSB fees.

As an act of taking care of insured workers, the SSB implements
the Social Security Project providing health care and benefits to
1.3 million insured workers in 116 townships at three workers’
hospitals, 99 SSB offices of regions/states/districts/townships,
96 township clinics, 57 departmental clinics, 12 free for services
payment clinics with PPS system, 25 capitation payment clinics,
eight obstetric clinics, one traditional medicinal clinics and also
offering treatment with two mobile medical units, and a total of
89,949 insured workers get treatment at departments to date.

Workers are playing a key role in the manufacturing sector of
the nation. Relevant workplaces need to turn out skilled workers
to handle modern machinery. Reciprocally, workplace authorities
and employers need to create chances for those workers to be able
to enjoy social security in their lives. Hence, the government, the
employers and the employees should implement the social secu-
rity system in order to contribute to the insured workers pouring
out their strengths in manufacturing at full capacity. If so, various
kinds of SSB will be beneficial for the workers.

The Importance of Peace in Health Sector Development Perspective

EALTH is defined as
“a state of complete
physical, mental, and

social well-being and not mere-
ly the absence of disease or
infirmity” (World Health Or-
ganization-WHO, 1948). The
Global Health for Peace Initi-
ative (GHPI) aims to position
health as an influencer of peace
and WHO as a sustaining peace
actor through conflict-sensitive
health interventions, deliver
peace outcomes in conflict-af-
fected areas, and contribute to
WHO’s Triple Billion goals. The
GHPI considers different levels
or components of peace; “Peace”
as political peace, peace process-
es and agreements at high levels
and “Peace” as social cohesion,
resilience and trust at the com-

munity level.

Why the GHPI: Because 80
per cent of WHO’s humanitarian
caseload, as well as 70 per cent
of disease outbreaks that WHO
responds to take place in Fragile,
Conflict-affected and Vulnerable
(FCV) settings — because using
a conflict-sensitivity approach
avoids “doing harm”, increases
project acceptance, and helps
mitigating risks, because health
interventions can make a real
difference: health being often
viewed as a “common good” by
all sides of a conflict, it allows
health initiatives to serve as a
starting point for bringing peo-
ple together, because the Health
for Peace approach strengthens
the sustainability of our inter-
ventions and results through

dialogue, participation, inclu-
siveness, and trust building and
because changes are happening
at the global policy level, such
as with the promotion of the
UN Sustaining Peace agenda
and the Humanitarian-Devel-
opment-Peace Nexus (HDPN).

How to implement the
Health for Peace approach:
The GHPI promotes and sup-
ports the development of health
programmes and we need to
consider step by step the follow-
ing analyze conflict and peace
factors, actors and dynamics,
analyze how they interact with
our interventions, “Do no harm”
- Design interventions that are
sensitive to conflict dynamics,
drivers, and actors, and seek
ways to contribute to peace out-

comes while pursuing health ob-
jectives (peace-responsiveness).

We would like to mention ex-
amples of peace-responsive pro-
gramming like the improvement
of social cohesion and resilience
at the local level, improvement
of citizen-state cohesion and
reducing exclusion, increased
trust between conflicting par-
ties and facilitation of inter-state
collaboration (health diplomacy
on health governance and coop-
eration).

Health and peace are inter-
related. In the words of the WHO
Director-General, Dr Tedros,
“there cannot be health without
peace, and there cannot be peace
without health”.

Innovative Approach: what
is new and innovative about the

Health for Peace approach is
that health programmes can
be used not only to work in con-
flict (achieving health benefits
in conflict situations) but also
to work on conflict. In this way,
the GHPI builds on past WHO
health programmes which looked
at delivering health interventions
with direct health benefits in con-
flict settings, such as the WHO
— Health as a Bridge for Peace
projects in the 1980s and 1990s.

Peace-relevant health inter-
ventions can help improve the
prospects for local peace in at
least four ways: the first as a min-
imum, by mainstreaming con-
flict-sensitivity into humanitar-
ian analyses and assessments,
recruitment, programming and
monitoring and evaluation, the

second by working to improve
trust and communication be-
tween citizens and the state by
making health care more acces-
sible and equitable, the third by
building collaboration between
different sides in a conflict on
common topics like health gov-
ernance and the delivery of
care, and finally by improving
social cohesion at the local lev-
el through community healing
or inclusive, health promotion
initiatives.

The GHPI is the WHO’s
contribution to the growing ar-
chitecture linking humanitarian
assistance, long-term sustain-
able development (through the
Sustainable Development Goals)
and peacebuilding.

The COVID-19 outbreak

has demonstrated that health
emergencies, or the responses
to them, can be a trigger or an
aggravating factor for conflict.
However, it has also demon-
strated that health programmes
can be powerful enablers in the
peace-building process and care-
fully chosen health activities
can deliver peace dividends in
addition to health benefits. The
GHPI brings this into focus and
emphasizes that the connection
between health and peace is real,
powerful and essential to ensur-
ing the effectiveness and sustain-
ability of health programmes.
Health interventions are
particularly well-suited for

peacebuilding because caring
for the sick and injured is con-
sidered both a neutral activity
and a universal good. The Health
for Peace approach strengthens
the sustainability of our inter-
ventions and results through di-
alogue, participation, inclusive-
ness, and trust building.

In addition, if we work col-
lectively with team spirit and a
health-for-peace approach, we
will never ever fail in our endeav-
our and we will be successful in
effectively serving the population
of our country.

Reference:

WHO; Global Health for

Peace Initiative (GHPI)

COVID-19 vaccines lag in rural, underdeveloped areas: Study

ACCINE resistance is
just one of the reasons
why fewer people have

been vaccinated against coro-
navirus in some parts of the
United States.

A study in the journal Lan-
cet Regional Health found that
wide disparities in healthcare
coverage, particularly in rural
areas, hampered vaccination
efforts during the COVID-19
pandemic. The findings point
to a hidden divide in America
between those with ready ge-
ographic and financial access
to doctors, hospitals and clinics
and those without.

Availability of health care

University of Cincinnati
epidemiologist Diego Cuadros
led an international team of re-
searchers investigating dispar-
ities in vaccination rates across
2,417 US counties. They found
that the availability of health
care resources influences vac-
cine coverage.

The pandemic has Kkilled
more than 6.3 million people
worldwide, including more
than one million people in the
United States alone. When it
comes to the country’s compar-
atively high rate of mortality,
researchers point to failures of

vaccination compared to other
countries.

Cuadros, an associate pro-
fessor of geography in UC’s
College of Arts and Sciences,
said the rate of vaccination var-
ies widely across the United
States. While some people may
be reluctant to get vaccinated
because of unfounded fears or
misinformation, that tells only
part of the story, he said.

“During the pandemic we
realized the huge healthcare
disparity we have in this coun-
try,” he said.

Barriers to health care ac-
cess include cost, insurance
coverage and transportation.

Anunwillingness to be vac-
cinated

In national surveys, about
20 per cent of the US population
has reported an unwillingness
to be vaccinated. This does not
account for the larger unvacci-
nated population. While more
than half of the population in
every US state is now fully vac-
cinated, some states are much
further ahead than others.

Cuadros said areas with
low vaccination saw the highest
rates of mortality from the virus
during the delta and omicron
waves, demonstrating the ter-

rible impact that health dispar-
ities can have on underserved
communities.

Co-author Neil MacKinnon,
provost for Augusta University
in Georgia, said the pandemic
caused enormous disruptions
to healthcare services even in

places with ready access. Peo-
ple saw their doctors much less
frequently, leading to more un-
diagnosed cases of cancer and
other diseases.

“Our study demonstrates
that these disruptions were
not uniform across the Unit-

ed States,” MacKinnon said.
“Many counties, especially
those in rural areas, experi-
enced significant disruptions
in health care, including the
distribution of the COVID-19
vaccine itself.”

Medical workers work at a drive-through COVID-19 testing site in Dallas, Texas, the United States, 21 March
2020. PHOTO: REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE/ DAN TIAN/XINHUA

Underserved communities

The new analysis found that
people in underserved commu-
nities were as much as 34 per
cent less likely to be vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19. These
included counties in Nevada,
Montana, North Dakota, South
Dakota and Nebraska where
vaccination rates were lowest.

“America’s healthcare
system has improvements to
be made to address historical
disparities that, as shown in
our study, can influence indi-
vidual-level decision-making,”
study co-author and UC geog-
raphy student Santiago Escobar
said. “Our study suggests clear
disparities that need to be ad-
dressed.”

Co-author Phillip Coule,
M.D., chief medical officer for
Augusta University Health in
Georgia, said the study under-
scores the impact of vaccina-
tion in fighting diseases like
COVID-19.

“Those responsible for
guiding health policy need to
consider issues such as vacci-
nation rates, access to care and
health disparities when evalu-
ating outcomes from COVID-19
and other conditions,” he said.

SOURCE: ANI

Myanmar Daily Weather Report |

(Issued at 7:00 pm Monday 19 December 2022)

BAY INFERENCE: According to the observations at (17:30)
hrs MST today, the low pressure area over South Bay of Ben-
gal and adjoining East Equatorial Indian Ocean still persists.
Weather is cloudy over the South Andaman Sea and South
Bay of Bengal and a few cloud to partly cloudy over the North
Andaman Sea and elsewhere over the Bay of Bengal.
FORECAST VALID UNTIL NOON OF THE 20 December
2022: Light rain or thundershowers are likely to be isolated in
Upper Sagaing and Mandalay regions and Kachin, Shan and
Rakhine states. Degree of certainty is (60%). Weather will be
partly cloudy in the remaining regions and states.

STATE OF THE SEA: Strong easterly winds with rough seas
are likely at time in Deltaic, Gulf of Mottama, off and along
Mon-Taninthayi Coasts. Surface wind speed in strong easterly
winds may reach (35-40) mph. Sea will be moderate elsewhere
in Myanmar waters. Wave height will be about (8-10) feet in
Deltaic, Gulf of Mottama, off and along Mon-Taninthayi Coasts
and about (4-7) feet off and along Rakhine Coast.
OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: Slight de-
crease of night temperatures in Eastern Myanmar Areas.
FORECAST FOR NAY PYI TAW AND NEIGHBOURING
AREA FOR 20 December 2022: Partly cloudy.
FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGHBOURING AREA
FOR 20 December 2022: Partly cloudy.

FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGHBOURING
AREA FOR 20 December 2022: Partly cloudy.

EARTHQUAKE NEWS

A slight earthquake of magnitude (3.1) Richter Scale with
its epicenter inside Myanmar (about 6 miles east-southeast
of Tada-U), latitude 21.78°N, longitude 96.06°E, depth (12)
kilometres, about (17)miles south-southwest of Mandalay
seismological observatory was recorded at (06)hr (34)min
(19)sec MST on 19 December 2022.
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TRENDING news re-
port on social media that
ttracts the people’s

attention is a video clip about
an inhumane murder crime
committed by members of the
so-called PDF, affiliates of NUG
declared as a terrorist group. At
the beginning of December,
the final month of 2022, there
emerged a video clip in which
an innocent young woman was
violently beaten while she was
handcuffed and repeatedly
shot in her head to death on
the middle of a public road
by PDF terrorists from Tamu
township. The video clip not
only went viral on social media
but did catch the attention of
international news agencies.

The perpetrators of terror-
ists from the 4 Battalion of the
Tamu PDF claimed responsibil-
ity for the hideous murder in an
interview made by themselves.
Moreover, the announcement of
the NUG terrorist group claim-
ing a probe will be carried out
into the case simply confesses
the terrorists of their armed
wing PDF actually committed
the crime. As they released
a statement on social media
admitting that they actually
committed the grisly and in-
humane murder, the perpetra-
tors of the crime are indisput-
ably the NUG and its affiliate
members of Tamu PDE

The young woman who got
brutally murdered in the ter-
rorist act was found out to be
a 22-year-old general worker
living in the Myoma (12) ward
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of Tamu. The victim was report-
edly abducted by PDF terrorists
on her way back home from work
on 8 May 2022 and the date of
the murder was not discerned
exactly. The emergence of such
a video clip is not the first time
as a similar video clip also ap-
peared in June 2022. In the video
clip, a woman called Ma Nandar
with hands tied behind her back
was forced to kneel and chopped
to death with a machete. Two
months after in September, on
social media emerged another
video clip in which PDF mem-
bers were beheading a woman,
who was blindfolded, with hands
tied behind her back. They al-
leged the woman was a military
informant before kKilling her.

In the third video clip re-
cently going viral on social
media, the young woman had
denied until her last breath
that she was not a Dalan (in-
formant). Against the back-
drop of such situations, the
number of atrocious murder
crimes committed by PDF
terrorists as per the instruc-
tion of NUG might be much
higher than we can think of.
Even some Myanmar people
remark that such inhuman-
ities are far worse than the
acts of terrorists from the
Middle East region. The bru-
talities and inhumanities of the
so-called PDF terrorist groups,
who got instilled with ideologies
of extremism in Myanmar’s po-
litical change, have created an
atmosphere of loathing among
people for almost two years.
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The remote mine attack by NUG/PDF that
killed an innocent toddler described in Tele-
gram channels.
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The case of Ma Aye Mar Tun inhumanely
and brutally killed by NUG/PDF terrorists
gone viral on VK.

Despite that, the Western bloc
led by the United States, with a
reason to put one-sided political
pressure on the current admin-
istration of Myanmar, has taken
all possible measures to cover
up and prevent the heinous acts
of PDF terrorists from reaching
widely among Myanmar people
and international communities
by using various means of man-
power, finance and media.
Reviewing the situation,
international communities

and individuals should take
heed of the fact that the West-
ern bloc is clouding the judge-
ment on and misinforming
about Myanmar by using the
power of finance, manpower,
technology and media. There
are many individuals and or-
ganizations out there engaging
with and supporting or ab-
staining from the recognition
of chaotic NUG and PDF ter-
rorist groups crowned with all
kinds of cruelties and there-

Teppopuctol NLD/PDF xecToko nbitany u yéunu Hu
B YeM He NOBHHHOIO MPaXXAaHCKoro Nuua,

M B ropojke

fore, I wonder what attitudes
to such acts of terrorism they
would take.

As aresponse to the hideous
terrorist incident, people from
Kalay township demonstrated
by holding placards that read
‘We don’t want PDF murders
and terrorists’ and ‘oppose ter-
rorist groups of CRPH, NUG
and PDF’’ Similarly, people from
Tamu township also demonstrat-
ed against the PDF terrorists by
holding placards that read, ‘Rest
in peace Ma Aye Mar Tun, who
got violently killed’, ‘Fall of PDF
terrorists — our cause’, ‘Oppose
any act of terrorism’ and so on.

Likewise, on social media,
all people, regardless of po-
litical colours, denounced in
a single overtone against the
terrorist acts of PDE. However,
fewer reported such incidents.
Moreover, it is notably ob-
served that subversive media
outlets particularly the ones
supported by the Western bloc
under various labels have not
reported on or described the
inhumane acts of PDF terror-
ists. Only BBC perfunctorily
described a news report stat-
ing that NUG would carry out
a probe into the crime. The
US Embassy in Yangon, inter-
fering in Myanmar’s internal
affairs and releasing many

statements, was then found to
be blind and deaf to the case.

Moreover, it is amazing to
witness that such diplomatic
missions to Myanmar, that are
releasing various statements
condemning the rule-based legal
actions of security force mem-
bers against the terrorist groups
by comparing with human rights
norms and values, are now bur-
ying their heads in the sand and
literally ignore the undeniable
terrorist acts of NUG/PDEF. No
matter how the unscrupulous
ones remain blind and deaf,
everyone who witnesses such
terrorist acts is saddened by the
deaths of the victims who got
killed for no reason.

Therefore, the voices of My-
anmar people who do not want
terrorism and admire the truth
can be seen on social media plat-
forms such as Facebook, Twitter,
Telegram and VK as follows.

I also like to highlight some
provisions and definitions of ter-
rorism set by the United Nations
and other powerful countries.
In the Resolution adopted by
the General Assembly (49/60)
on 9 December 1994, a point of
declaration describes terrorism
as “Criminal acts intended or
calculated to provoke a state of
terror in the general public, a
group of persons or particular



20 DECEMBER 2022

THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

www.gnlm.com.mm

ARTICLE/CRIME NEWS 11

persons for political purposes
are in any circumstance unjus-
tifiable, whatever the considera-
tions of a political, philosophical,
ideological, racial, ethnic, reli-
gious or any other nature that
may be invoked to justify them.”
Therefore, terrorism purports
to be the criminal acts intend-
ed to provoke a state of terror
in the general public with any
reason of political, racial and
religious or any other nature.

The definition of terror-
ism by the Global Terrorism
Database (GTD) of the Uni-
versity of Maryland is also
notable. The GTD defines ter-
rorism as ‘Acts of violence by
non-state actors, perpetrated
against civilian populations,
intended to cause fear, in or-
der to achieve a political ob-
jective’.

In the overall review of
the definitions of terrorism
mentioned above, the acts of
threatening or targeted Kkill-
ings of innocent civilians or
non-combatants, to provoke fear
among the general public rather

than seeking a political solu-
tion through peaceful political
means, can be clearly seen as
the acts of terrorism recognized
by all societies around the globe.
Even an ordinary person can
see the acts of PDF terrorists
are merely targeted assassina-
tions and extrajudicial killings of
innocent civilians or non-com-
batants. That is just terrorism
far worse than human rights
violations.

In the nature of the global
political order of a zero-sum
game, we should consider and
be aware of the fact that some
interest groups are installing
radicalism and extremism
into the Southeast Asian and
Asia-Pacific regions based on
the diversities of politics, rac-
es and religions. The interest
groups are apparently willing
to manipulate and create a
volatile situation in the South-
east Asian and Asia-Pacific
regions including Myanmar
which holds a strategic geo-
political location. According-
ly, they are exerting all-round
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The case of Buddhist monk U Tay Zeinta
brutally killed by NUG/PDF terrorists
found spreading on Facebook.
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The arson attacks to villages by NUG/PDF
terrorists found spreading on Twitter.

In 2022, KIA and PDF terrorists made motiveless arson
attacks on 513 houses in Sagaing Region, 28 houses in
Magway Region, 220 houses in Chin State and 30
houses in Kachin State.
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pressure on the State Admin-
istration Council government
that temporarily assumed
the State’s responsibilities
as per the State Constitution
without accommodating their
manipulation. On the other
hand, for the mere intention
to build pressure on the State
government, it is quite ugly
to perceive their attempts to

cover up the terrorism and
acts of NUG/PDF as though
they know nothing about it.
However that may be, the
case of terrorizing and murder-
ing a 22-year-old young woman
from Tamu township is an acute
alert for the society of Myanmar,
the region and the whole world
as well. Moreover, we should
also heed the fact that similar

problems might break out in the
region if we all fail to stop such
demonstrations of wrongdoing.
For that reason, I hereby urge
the peaceable people, to prevent
and stop together the NUG’s
course of terrorism by finding
out the realities of terrorism
doctrine and the inhumanities
of NUG/PDF groups.
|

Traffickers sentenced to jail
for human trafficking

THE Mahaaungmyay District
Court sentenced two traffickers
to 13 years imprisonment with
labour on 16 December under
Section 24 for their role in trying
to sell a girl to a Chinese man.

The victim, Ma..., aged 20,
from Pyigyidagun Township,
was persuaded to work in Chi-
na with a high salary. But the
victim was brought to China
and forced to be marriage with

a Chinese man by Ma Thwel
Thwe (aka) Ma Thwe (aka) Ma
Khaing Oo from Wakema town-
ship in Ayeyawady region and
Ma Thida Aye (aka) Ma Datha
from Pyigyidagun township in
Mandalay region.

The traffickers were pros-
ecuted at the Pyigyidagun My-
oma police station under Sec-
tions 24/32 of the Anti-Trafficking
in Persons Law. — MNA/MKKS

Drugs seized in Kawkarelik,

Monghsat townships

A combined team
consisting of mem-
bers of the Anti-Drug
Police Force stopped
and searched a mo-
torbike driven by
Kaw Soe Lin (aka)
Mala at the Kawka-
reik (Tadakyoe) com-
bined checkpoint at 1
pm on 18 December
and seized 5,850
stimulant tablets.

Two offenders are seen along with seized drugs
and a motorbike.

At 3 pm on the same day, Myanmar Police Force examined a
motorbike driven by Sai Tun Tit accompanied by Shaehla on the
Mogok-Monghsat Road in Monghsat township and found 8,730

stimulant tablets.

Those offenders have been prosecuted under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Law. — MNA/MKKS

Illegal foodstuffs, consumer goods,
industrial materials, car parts and
vehicles confiscated

AN on-duty team under the
supervision of the Customs
Department conducted in-
spections on 17 December at
the Mayanchaung Permanent
checkpoint in Mon State.

Officials captured 2,500
kilogrammes of MDF boards
(medium-density fibreboard)
worth K2.1 million that were
not declared in the Import
Declaration D) from a Cheng
Long, tractor head and a trailer
(estimated value of K115 mil-
lion) heading from Myawady
to Yangon. Similarly, on 18 De-
cember, officials confiscated
5,000 kilogrammes of Asphalt
drums worth K6,018,600 with-
out official documents from a
Mitsubishi Canter light truck
(approximately K25 million)
near Kywechangon village in
Mawlamyine township. The
action was taken in line with
Customs procedures.

In addition, on 18 Decem-
ber, a combined team led by the
Region Customs Department
seized K7,066,500 worth of food-
stuffs, industrial materials and
consumer goods without offi-
cial documents from a Yutong
car (estimated value of K58 mil-

<57 =

Seized illegal commodities.

lion) on the Yangon-Mandalay
expressway and K71,336,600
worth of foodstuffs and con-
sumer goods without official
documents from a Yutong car
(estimated value of K58 mil-
lion) in Power-5 bus station
compound. The action was
taken according to Customs
procedures.

On 19 December, a total
of five unregistered vehicles
worth K20.5 million in DaikU
township were seized and the
action was taken under the Ex-
port and Import Law.

At the Kawkareik (Tada-
kyoe) combined checkpoint,
officials confiscated 95 rice
cookers worth K1.9 million
without official documents
from a vehicle from Myawady
to Yangon and the action was
taken in accordance with Cus-
toms procedures.

Therefore, 23 arrests (es-
timated value of K364,921,700)
were made on three consec-
utive days from 17 to 19 De-
cember, according to the Ille-
gal Trade Eradication Steering
Committee. — MNA/MKKS
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Workers produce electric bus on the assembly line of a new energy
vehicle plant in Shijiazhuang, north China’s Hebei Province, 24 March

2022. PHOTO: XINHUA

China’s economy to see independent

upward trajectory in 2023: o

WHILE the world’s growth will
likely weaken significantly in 2023,
the Chinese economy is expected
to see an independent upward
trajectory with an overall recov-
ery, a senior official said.

The official of the office of
the Central Commiittee for Finan-
cial and Economic Affairs made
the remarks after last week’s
tone-setting Central Economic
Work Conference.

The bright prospect can be
attributed to the optimized ep-
idemic response, effective pro-
growth policies, and a low base
this year.

China’s improved COVID-19
response will exert a major posi-
tive influence on the economy, the
official said, predicting a faster re-
covery in the first half of 2023, es-
pecially the second quarter. The
country will retain its existing

ticial

policies ofincreasing demand and
promoting structural improve-
ment next year and introduce
new measures in line with actual
needs as well, the official said.

Given lower-than-expect-
ed growth this year, as long as
the economy returns to normal
growth, the base effect will pro-
vide support for the economic
data next year, the official said.
—Xinhua

Total investment of China-
Africa Development Fund
exceeds US$5 billion

CHINA-AFRICA Development
Fund, an equity investment
fund managed by China De-
velopment Bank, has invested
more than 5 billion US dollars
in African countries, the fund
said.

Covering infrastructure,
agriculture, people’s liveli-
hood, capacity cooperation,
industrial parks, and other
fields, the investment has
helped boost local economies,
employment, and tax revenues
in Africa.

With the hefty and diversi-
fied investment, the fund has
played an exemplary role in
promoting joint Belt and Road
construction between China

and African countries.

The fund was set up to
support Chinese companies
in Africa in 2007 following the
2006 Beijing Summit of the Fo-
rum on China-Africa Cooper-
ation (FOCAC) with an initial
scale of 5 billion dollars.

In2015, during the FOCAC
Johannesburg Summit, China
announced that it would fur-
ther allocate 5 billion dollars
to the fund.

So far, the fund has de-
cided to invest more than 6.6
billion dollars in projects in 39
African countries and has driv-
en more than 31 billion dollars
of investment from Chinese

enterprises. —Xinhua

German business morale up again as
prospects brighten

GERMAN business confidence
improved for a third straight
month in December, a key sur-
vey showed Monday, the latest
sign a downturn in Europe’s
top economy may be milder
than feared.

The Ifo institute’s monthly
confidence barometer, based
on a survey of about 9,000 com-
panies, reached 88.6 points, up
from a reading of 86.4 points in
November.

Earlier in the year, the
gauge declined for months
after Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, and subsequent re-
duction in gas exports, sent
inflation soaring and triggered
warnings of recession for next
year.

A man stands next to railtracks and containers at the DUSS Terminal
(Deutsche Umschlaggesellschaft Schiene - Strafse DUSS), a central hub
of German railway operator Deutsche Bahn, in Munich-Riem, southern
Germany, on 18 March 2022. PHOTO: AFP

But a massive government
fund to cap prices and efforts
to diversify the country’s en-

ergy supplies have eased the
immediate sense of crisis.
—AFP

Malaysia’s exports up 15.6% in

November

MALAYSIA'S exports rose by
15.6 per cent year on year to
130.24 billion ringgit (29.46 bil-
lion US dollars) in November,
official data showed Monday.

Export expansion was un-
derpinned by strong exports of
electrical and electronic (E&E)
products, liquefied natural gas
(LNG), petroleum products as
well as crude petroleum, the
Ministry of International Trade
and Industry (MITI) said in a
statement.

According to the state-
ment, E&E products, valued
at 53.16 billion ringgit (12.03
billion US dollars) and ac-
counted for 40.8 per cent of

total exports, increased by 32.1
per cent from November 2021.

Petroleum products, val-
ued at 12.33 billion ringgit
(2.79 billion US dollars) and
comprised 9.5 per cent of total
exports, rose 26.4 per cent year
on year.

LNG, valued at 6.62 billion
ringgit (1.5 billion US dollars)
and accounted for 5.1 per cent
of total exports, surged by 69.5
per cent year on year.

Meanwhile, Malaysia’s
trade expanded by 15.6 per
cent year on year to 238.17
billion ringgit (53.9 billion US
dollars) in November.

Imports for the month

were higher by 15.6 per cent
to 107.93 billion ringgit (24.42
billion US dollars) and trade
surplus increased by 15.6 per
cent to 22.3 billion ringgit (5.04
billion US dollars).

For the period of January
to November, Malaysia’s trade
expanded by 29.9 per cent to
2.61 trillion ringgit (590 billion
US dollars) compared to the
same period last year.

Exports increased by 27.2
per cent year on year to 1.42
trillion ringgit (321 billion US
dollars), while imports rose by
33.3 per cent year on year to
1.19 trillion ringgit (269 billion
US dollars).—Xinhua

ITALY’S new hard-right gov-
ernment has abandoned plans
to allow merchants to refuse
card payments under 60 euros
($64), following pressure from
the European Union.

Economy Minister Gi-
ancarlo Giorgetti confirmed
the U-turn as he set out amend-
ments to the 2023 budget late
on Sunday.

The European Commis-
sion last week approved the
general direction of far-right
Prime Minister Giorgia Mel-
oni’s first budget, but warned
moves to boost the use of cash
risked efforts to fight tax eva-
sion.

Italy partly bows to EU
over card payments

“We must find solutions
that are compatible with the
recommendations and refer-
ence standards, also at the Eu-
ropean level,” Giorgetti told
a parliamentary commission.

The government had pro-
posed merchants be allowed
to refuse card payments for
transactions worth less than
60 euros without incurring pen-
alties, alongside measures to
raise the maximum for cash
payments in shops from 2,000
t0 5,000 euros, which also drew
criticism from Brussels.

The plan toraise the ceiling
on cash payments will go ahead.
—AFP
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Malaysia’s air passenger
traffic to grow by maximum
52% on year in 2023

THE Malaysian Aviation
Commission (MAVCOM)
said Monday that it expects
Malaysia’s air passenger
traffic in 2023 to increase
by between 40 per cent and
52 per cent year on year,
which is translated into be-
tween 74.6 million and 80.8
million passengers.

MAVCOM said in its
industry report that it ex-
pects the international
passenger traffic to expe-
rience significant recovery,
with routes to key markets
gradually being restored
beginning the fourth quar-
ter of 2022.

According to the com-
mission, the growth in
2023 will be driven by the
gradual restoration of key
markets, with local car-
riers, including Malaysia
Airlines, AirAsia, AirAsia X,
and Batik Air; having made
plans to restore capacity
and increase frequency in
their flights to popular des-
tinations such as China’s
Hong Kong Special Admin-
istrative Region (HKSAR),
Japan, Australia, and the
Middle East.

With more seats
scheduled for the fourth
quarter of 2022, the total
air passenger traffic for
Malaysia this year is now
estimated to slightly out-
perform MAVCOM'’s best-
case scenario forecast —
surging 380 per cent to 400

per cent year on year to
between 53 million and 55
million passengers.

In the third quarter of
2022, total passenger traffic
in Malaysia was 15.6 mil-
lion, the highest since the
start of the pandemic.

Due to the low base
effect, the third quarter
passenger traffic soared
by 1,434.3 per cent year
on year. This marks a 55.9
per cent recovery from the
same quarter in 2019.

This improvement
brings the passenger traf-
fic number in the first 10
months to 42.2 million.

The domestic traffic in
the third quarter was equiv-
alent to 71.3 per cent of
pre-pandemic levels while
international traffic was
38.6 per cent of pre-pan-
demic levels.

The stark increase in
the passenger traffic num-
ber was mainly supported
by the full reopening of the
Malaysian borders to in-
ternational travellers from
April 2022.

MAVCOM Executive
Chairman Saripuddin
Kasim said the resumption
and introduction of new air
service routes by local air-
lines, as well as the relax-
ation of travel restrictions
around the world, have con-
tributed significantly to the
recovery of passenger traf-
fic to Malaysia.—Xinhua

Asian markets track US losses on
recession worries

ASIAN markets fell on
Monday as traders weighed
the prospect of a global re-
cession caused by central
bank moves to fight infla-
tion.

Equities took a turn
south last week after mon-
etary policymakers around
the world signalled that
while price rises appeared
to be stabilizing, more work
would be needed to get
them under control.

All three main indexes
on Wall Street ended sharp-
ly lower Friday after the
Federal Reserve warned
that it would continue tight-
ening monetary policy into
2023.

That was followed by
similar warnings from the
European Central Bank
and Bank of England, while
data suggested economies
were feeling the pinch,
dealing a blow to sentiment
heading into the Christmas
break.

“With no shortage of
economic headwinds, in-
vestors struggle to find
something cheerful about
this holiday week after the
two most dominant central
banks cast a pall over the
proceedings,” said SPI As-
set Management’s Stephen
Innes. The sell-off in New
York fed through to Asia,
where Tokyo shed more

A man walks past an electronic board showing the numbers

on the Tokyo Stock Exchange, along a street in Tokyo on 7

December 2022. PHOTO: AFP

than one per cent, while
Hong Kong, Shanghai, Tai-
pei, Manila, Bangkok, Ja-
karta and Wellington were
all in negative territory.

However, Singapore
and Mumbai edged up,
while London, Paris and
Frankfurt opened high-
er—AFP

(UPL Limited), India.

Notice for change of distributor

Notice is hereby given that the official distributor — Myanmar Arysta LifeScience Co.,Ltd. to AGRICO
LTD has been changed for the following pesticides manufactured by United Phosphorus Ltd

No. | Trade Name Active Ingredients Registration Type | Registration No.
1. | Lancer 75 SP | Acephate 75% SP Full F 2012 — 842
2. | Mallet Imazethapyr 24% SL Full F 2018 -1711
3. | Kris Bispyribac sodium 40% SC Provisional P 2019 - 4499
4. | Glory Azoxystrobin 5% + Mancozeb 70% WG Provisional P2019 - 3215

Myanmar Arysta LifeScience Co.,Ltd.
Suite # 09 — 02, Crystal Tower, Junction Square Compound,

Kyun Taw Road, Kamayut Township, Yangon 11041, Myanmar.
T: (+95)1- 9339359, 9339360

Myanmar Arysta LifeScience Co.,Ltd. invites objections to Co-secretary, Pesticide Registration Board,
Plant Protection Division, West Gyogone, Insein township, Yangon from all parties within a period of
fourteen (14) days from the publication of this notice. If no objections are received within the period
prescribed, parties mentioned above shall proceed with the completion of formalities recorded with the
Pesticide Registration Board.

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V UNI ACCORD VOY.NO. (0282-737N)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V UNI ACCORD
VOY.NO. (0282-737N) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 20-12-2022 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of AWPT where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S EVERGREEN MARINE (S'PORE) PTE., LTD.

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V CHATTANOOGA VOY.NO. (N062)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V
CHATTANOOGA VOY.NO. (N062) are hereby notified
that the vessel will be arriving on 20-12-2022 and cargo
will be discharged into the premises of AWPT where it
will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S INTER ASIA LINES

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V ISEACO GENESIS VOY.NO. (187N/S)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V ISEACO
GENESIS VOY.NO. (187N/S) are hereby notified that
the vessel will be arriving on 20-12-2022 and cargo will
be discharged into the premises of AWPT where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S NEW GOLDEN SEA LINES
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Japan PM voices support for A

PRIME Minister Fumio Kishida
said Monday that Japan sup-
ports the idea of the African
Union becoming a permanent
member of the Group of 20 ma-
jor economies after he talked
with Senegalese President
Macky Sall in Tokyo.

Kishida’s remarks came
after US President Joe Biden
made a similar commitment
last week with Washington
on becoming more willing to
strengthen relations with Af-
rica amid its rivalry with Chi-
na. The Senegalese president
chairs the African Union this
year.

“In light of the expanding
role of African countries in the

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida (R) and Senegalese President
Macky Sall shake hands ahead of talks at the prime minister's office in
Tokyo on 19 December 2022. PHOTO: KYODO

international community in
recent years, Japan has been
keen to reinforce ties with Af-
rica,” Kishida said at a joint
press conference with Sall. The
Senegalese president said he
appreciated Kishida’s proposal.

The two leaders, mean-
while, agreed to work together
on oil and natural gas devel-
opment projects in Senegal,
with a view to implementing
measures to encourage more
Japanese companies to invest
in the western African nation.

Kishida also promised that
Japan will offer up to 10 billion
yen ($73.5 million) in low-inter-
est loans to the education sec-
tor in Senegal and up to 15.42

rican Union G-20 membership

billion yen in grant aid aimed
at helping the African coun-
try boost exports of its fishery
products.

Tokyo has been seeking
to deepen relations with the
55-member African Union as
the Asian nation will serve as a
nonpermanent member of the
UN Security Council for two
years since next January.

Japan has co-hosted an in-
ternational meeting on African
development, called TICAD,
every three years since 2013.
Before that, the Tokyo Inter-
national Conference on African
Development had taken place
every five years following its
launch in 1993.—Kyodo

Russian troops to hold
drills in Ukraine’s
neighbour Belarus

RUSSIAN troops will conduct
military exercises in Belarus,
which neighbours Ukraine, the
Interfax news agency said on
Monday; citing the defence min-
istry in Moscow.

In October, Belarus an-
nounced the formation of ajoint
regional force with Moscow with
several thousand Russian ser-
vicemen arriving in the ex-So-
viet country.

“The final assessment of
the combat capability and com-
bat readiness of the units will
be given... after the battalion
tactical exercises have been
conducted,” Interfax quoted
the ministry as saying,.

It did not say when and
where the drills will take place
but the announcement comes
hours before Russian President
Vladimir Putin visits Minsk for
talks with counterpart Alexan-
der Lukashenko.

Lukashenko, who has been

in power since 1994, is a long-
time Kremlin ally.

The visit comes 10 months
into Russia’s military campaign
in Ukraine, which was launched
from several directions, includ-
ing Belarusian territory.

The deployment of Russian
troops in Belarus in October
had raised fears that Belarusian
troops could join them in their
offensive in Ukraine.

Ukraine’s President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky said Sunday
evening “the protection of the
border with both Russia and Be-
larus is also a constant priority”.

“We are preparing for all
possible defence scenarios,”
Zelensky said in his daily ad-
dress to the nation following a
meeting with Ukraine’s military
commanders.

Lukashenko has repeated-
ly said he does not plan to send
Belarusian troops to Ukraine.

—AFP

US Capitol riot panel to meet, vote on
Trump criminal referrals

WRAPPING up an 18-month
probe into last year’s deadly
attack on the US Capitol, law-
makers will convene Monday to
vote on whether to recommend
criminal charges against for-
mer president Donald Trump
and some of his closest aides.
The select House of Rep-
resentatives committee has
interviewed more than 1,000
witnesses and held explosive
public hearings into what hap-
pened on 6 January 2021 — and
who was responsible for it.
The panel, made up of
seven Democrats and two
Republicans, will meet at 1:00
pm (1800 GMT) to unveil the
findings on their investigation
into the deadly riot, in which
Trump supporters — who false-
ly claimed that the 2020 election
was stolen from him by Joe Bid-
en — ransacked the Capitol.
At least five people died in
connection with the melee and
140 police officers were injured.
About 900 people have been ar-

rested in connection with the
violent rampage, which sent
shockwaves across the country
and around the world.

The panel will decide
whether or not to recommend
that the Justice Department
seek charges against Trump
— who is running to retake

the Oval Office in the 2024
election — on at least three
counts, according to reports.
Those charges would be incit-
ing an insurrection, obstruction
of an official proceeding and
conspiracy to defraud the US
government, NBC News report-
ed Sunday.—AFP

(FILES) In this file photo taken on 13 October 2022 a video is shown of
former US President Donald Trump at the US House Select Committee
hearing to Investigate the 6 January Attack on the US Capitol, on Capitol
Hill in Washington, DC. PHOTO: AFP

Severe turbulence on Hawaii-bound flight injures 36

THIRTY-SIX people were in-
jured Sunday after a Hawaiian
Airlines flight hit severe turbu-
lence before landing in Honolu-
lu, the capital of the US state of
Hawaii, local media reported,
citing officials.

The plane from Phoenix,

Arizona, experienced severe
turbulence roughly 30 minutes
outside of Honolulu, local tel-
evision station KHON-TV re-
ported, adding that Honolulu
Emergency Medical Services
and American Medical Re-
sponse responded to the emer-

gency Sunday afternoon at the
Daniel K Inouye International
Airport.

The report said paramed-
ics and emergency medical
technicians treated 36 patients
on the scene.

Officials said that 20

patients, ranging from a
14-month-old to adults, were
transported to hospital, of
which 11 were in serious con-
dition.

Hawaiian Airlines con-
firmed that the plane, an Air-
bus A330 aircraft carrying 278

passengers and 10 crew mem-
bers, landed safely in Honolulu
at about 10:50 am local time
(0050 GMT) after the incident.

The US Federal Aviation
Administration said it was
investigating the incident.—
Xinhua
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North Korea conducts ‘final-stage
test’ for spy satellite: state media

NORTH Korea carried out an
“important final-stage test” for
the development of a spy sat-
ellite, which it will complete
by April next year, state media
said on Monday.

The report comes a day af-
ter Seoul’s military said it had
detected launches by Pyong-
yang of two medium-range
ballistic missiles, the North’s
latest in a year of unprecedent-
ed weapons tests.

Analysts say developing
such a satellite would provide
North Korea with cover for
testing banned intercontinen-
tal ballistic missiles (ICBMs),
as they share much of the same
technology.

The launches were “an
important final-stage test for
the development of (a) recon-
naissance satellite”, a spokes-
person with the North’s Na-
tional Aerospace Development

Administration (NADA) said,
according to the official Kore-
an Central News Agency on
Monday.

Conducted from Sohae
Satellite Launching Ground in
Tongchang-ri, Sunday’s test
confirmed “important techni-
cal indices” including camera
operation in space, and data
processing and transmission
capabilities of communication
devices.—AFP

0t e

This picture taken on 18 December 2022 and released from North Korea's

official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) on 19 December 2022 shows
arocket carrying an experimental satellite as it is launched from the Sohae
Satellite Launch Ground in Tongchang-ri. PHOTO: STR / KCNA VIA

KNS/ AFP

Thai navy searches for 31 sailors
after vessel sinks

This handout photo taken on 18 December 2022 and released on 19
December by the Royal Thai Navy shows the HTMS Sukhothai warship
on its side before sinking in the Gulf of Thailand, off the coast of Bang
Saphan district in Prachuab Kiri Khan province. PHOTO: HANDOUT /

ROYAL THAINAVY /AFP

THAI military frigates and
helicopters were on Monday
searching for 31 sailors after a
naval vessel sank, with dozens of
others having been hauled from
choppy waters.

The HTMS Sukhothai cap-
sized late on Sunday night as
it was patrolling the Gulf of
Thailand, about 37 kilometres
(22 miles) off the nation’s south-
eastern coast.

Some sailors survived by
jumping into a life raft at night,
according to images shared by
the Royal Thai Navy, which said
75 people had been rescued.

However, 31 sailors were
still missing on Monday after-
noon, according to navy spokes-
person Admiral Pogkrong Mon-
tradpalin.

The search and rescue op-
eration involved two Seahawk
helicopters, two frigates and one
amphibious ship, according to a
navy statement.

A statement from the Royal
Thai Air Force later Monday said
they were also assisting in the
operation, without giving details.

Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-Cha said the cause of the
incident was being investigated.

“I am following the news
closely, about five people are
seriously injured,” he added in
a statement.

The navy spokesperson said
the vessel sank after its electron-
ics system was damaged.—AFP

Australian FM to visit China

AUSTRALIAN Foreign Minis-
ter Penny Wong will visit China
from 20 to 21 December at the
invitation of State Councilor and
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, a Chi-
nese foreign ministry spokes-
person announced on Monday.

Spokesperson Mao Ning
said that Wang, who is also a
member of the Political Bureau
of the Communist Party of China
Central Committee, will hold
talks with the Australian foreign

minister. The two sides will hold
anew round of China-Australia
diplomatic and strategic dia-
logue.

It is hoped that the visit will
facilitate the implementation of
key consensus reached by the
Chinese and Australian leaders
during their meeting in Bali, In-
donesia, the spokesperson said
at a daily press briefing.

As 21 December this year
marks the 50" anniversary of

the China-Australia diplomat-
ic relations, Mao said this can
serve as an opportunity for the
two sides, by adhering to the
principles of mutual respect,
mutual benefit, and seeking
common ground while shelv-
ing differences, to strengthen
dialogue, expand cooperation,
manage differences and bring
bilateral relations back on the
right track of sustainable de-
velopment.—Xinhua

64% disapprove tax hikes to
cover Japan’s rising defence

budget: poll

THE Japanese public has
raised pressure on the admin-
istration of Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida, with a poll by
Kyodo News finding Sunday
that 64.9 per cent disapprove
of a recently announced plan
to raise taxes to finance a sub-
stantial increase in the nation’s
defence spending,.

The support rate for his
Cabinet stayed at 33.1 per cent
from last month’s survey, the
lowest since its launch last
year. The disapproval rating
was almost unchanged at 51.5
per cent.

On Friday, Kishida an-
nounced Japan’s new security
strategy to forge ahead with
its biggest defence buildup
programme since World War
IT amid China’s rise and North
Korean threats.

As for the planned in-
crease in defence budgets for
five years from the next fiscal
year, 53.6 per cent oppose it,

with 39.0 per cent in favour.

The government also
plans to increase corporate and
tobacco taxes to boost defence
spending.

In the telephone poll held
Saturday and Sunday, 87.1 per
cent felt Kishida had failed to
explain the tax hike plan ade-
quately, with only 7.2 per cent
saying his explanation was
sufficient.

As the government will di-
vert a portion of tax revenues
designated for reconstruc-
tion following a massive 2011
earthquake and tsunami in
northeastern areas to defence
purposes, 74.5 per cent oppose
the plan, while 19.5 per cent
approve of it.

Public opinion was divided
on the issue of Japan acquir-
ing “counterstrike capability,”
allowing it to strike enemy
territory, with 50.3 per cent
approving the policy and 42.6
per cent disapproving.—Kyodo

People protest against a tax hike plan for higher defence spending
in front of the prime minister's office in Tokyo on 16 December

2022. PHOTO: KYODO
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Republic of the Union of Myanmar
State Administration Council

(@ Tobuild a Union based on democracy and federalism, through a disciplined
and genuine multiparty democratic system that is fair and just.

(b) To emphasize the achievement of enduring peace for the entire nation in
line with the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA).

(¢) To continue implementing the principle of peaceful co-existence among
countries through an independent, active and non-aligned foreign policy.

(a) To enhance production based on agriculture and livestock through modern
techniques and strengthen all-round development in other sectors of the

Nine Objectives

(b) To develop a stable market economy and promote international investment
in order to enhance the economic development of the entire National people.

(e) To promote and support local businesses to create employment opportu-
nities and increase domestic production.

3. Social affairs

ism.

(b) To respect and promote the customs and traditions of all National peoples
and preserve and safeguard their cultural heritage and national charac-
teristics.

(e) To enhance the health, fitness and education quality of the entire nation.

(a) To ensure a strong and dynamic Union spirit, the genuine spirit of patriot-

AFF Cup: most advanced
competition in ASEAN region
to start on 20 December

THE 2022 ASEAN Football Fed-
eration (AFF) Cup, the most
advanced competition in the
ASEAN region, will be held on
20 December.

The tournament will be
divided into two groups of five
teams, and current champion
Thailand s falling in Group A with
Indonesia, the Philippines, Cam-
bodia, and Brunei. Group (B) has
Viet Nam, Malaysia, Singapore,
Myanmar, and Laos teams.

The group matches will be
held from 20 December 2022 to 3
January 2023, and the competing
teams will play four group match-
es: two home matches, and two
away matches. On the first day of
the competition, the Cambodian
team will take on the Philippines
team, and the Brunei team will
play against the Thai team on 20
December.

The Myanmar team, which is
in Group B, will play its first group

game against the Malaysian team
on 21 December.

Myanmar will play an away
match against Singapore on 24
December, a home game against
the Laos team on 30 December
and another away match against
the Viet Nam team on 3 January.

The Myanmar team is likely
to make more efforts to advance
to the next stage, and only if they
can get full points in both home
matches without mistakes, and if
the results in the away matches
are good, they will be able to enter
the semi-finals.

The Myanmar national team
started training for this tourna-
ment on 18 November, and after
the friendly trip to Thailand, the
squad will come out with 26 pre-
liminary players. The Myanmar
national team will have to select
23 final players, so they will have
to reduce further three players.

Kyaw Zin Phyo, San Satt Na-

ii

ing, Tun Nandar Oo, and Myo
Min Latt participated in the
goalkeeper list.

The back row features
talented players: Nanda Kyaw,
Hein Phyo Win, Thiha Htet
Aung, Ye Min Thu, Hein Zeya
Lin, Zaw Ye Tun, Kyaw Zin Lwin,
David Htan, and Win Moe Kyaw.

The midfield was rein-
forced by experienced play-

ers: Aung Naing Win, Wai Lin
Aung, Kyaw Min Oo, Lin Htet
Soe, Lwin Moe Aung, Yan Naing
00, Myat Kaung Khant, Ye Yint
Aung, Maung Maung Lwin, and
Hein Htet Aung.

The forward of the team
Myanmar was set up with tal-
ented youths: Win Naing Tun,
Aung Kaung Marn and Naing
Zin Htet. — Ko Nyi Lay/KZL
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AL N RS T -
Fans of Argentina celebrate winning the Qatar 2022 World Cup against

\\

Ecstatic Argentina prepares to
welgome World Cup winners

France at the Obelisk in Buenos Aires, on 18 December 2022. PHOTO: AFP

LIONEL Messi and his team-
mates were due to arrive in
Argentina to a hero’s welcome

on Monday as millions of their
compatriots waited to catch a
glimpse of the World Cup trophy.

In the capital Buenos Aires
and throughout the country,
millions took to the streets on
Sunday to celebrate the penalty
shoot-out victory over France in
a remarkable final in Qatar.

Messi finally crowned his
record-breaking career with
football’s biggest prize as he pro-
duced one of the greatest World
Cup final performances, scoring
a first-half penalty and netting
again in extra time.

France had fought back
from 2-0 down in the last 10
minutes of the match as Ky-
lian Mbappe scored twice to
equalize and force extra time
in a pulsating match watched
by an 89,000 crowd in Lusail
Stadium. Messi seemed to
have decided the match in
extra time with his second
goal of the game before his
Paris Saint-Germain team-
mate Mbappe completed
only the second World Cup
final hat-trick in history to
bring the score to 3-3 and
force penalties.—AFP

FIFA readies
48-team World
Cup as eyes
turn to 2026

FORTY-EIGHT teams, three host
countries, and potentially more
than 100 games.

After successfully staging
the most compact World Cup in
history, FIFA is now preparing to
organize the biggest.

The dust had barely settled
on Sunday’s World Cup final be-
fore attention turned to the gar-
gantuan figure of 2026 looming
on the horizon.

For the first time, football’s
greatest tournament will be held
across three host nations — the
United States, Canada and Mex-
ico.

The tournament will notably
see an expansion to 48 teams, up
from the current 32-team format
that has been in place since 1998,
and double the number of teams
that took part in the last World
Cup held on US or Mexican soil.

The enlarged competition
represents a triumph for FIFA
president Gianni Infantino, who
made expanding the World Cup a
priority after taking over as world
football’s supremo in 2016.

The 16-team increase marks
the biggest expansion in the
World Cup’s evolution. From 13
teams at the inaugural tourna-
ment in 1930, the finals remained
a 16-team event from 1934 to 1978,
before increasing to 24 in 1982.

The biggest beneficiaries of
the expansion to 48 teams will
be Africa and Asia. Under the
new format, Africa will receive
nine qualifying slots for the fi-
nals (compared to five previously)
while Asia will nearly double to
eight (from 4.5 slots). —AFP
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